Study Online with Open Christian University and Earn a State-licensed Qualification from California, USA 


Home Referrals Blog Contact Q. = 


«) 


What Should Christians Understand about 
Angels and Demons? 


Sixbert SANGWA + June 04, 2024 


In the vibrant landscape of Christianity, the divine narrative is enriched by the presence of spiritual beings: 
Angels and Demons. Their existence, although invisible to human eyes, is well recognized in the Bible. This 
brief article aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of these spiritual entities to support new converts 


in their journey of faith. 


Introduction to Angels and Demons 


In the Christian faith, angels and demons are not mere mythical figures but actual spiritual beings 
acknowledged in the Scriptures. They play significant roles in the grand narrative of God's plan for humanity. 
Angels, as the Bible illustrates, are heavenly beings created by God. They serve as His messengers and 
ministers, executing His divine will. Hebrews 1:14 describes angels as "ministering spirits sent to serve those 
who will inherit salvation." 

Conversely, demons are seen as fallen angels who rebelled against God under the leadership of Satan, the 
devil. The Gospel of Mark (5:1-20) portrays demons as evil spirits capable of possessing individuals, causing 


harm and leading them away from God's path. 


The Creation of Angels 


God, in His infinite wisdom and power, created angels before the formation of the earth. These spiritual beings, 
as mentioned in the Scriptures, are organized in a hierarchical order. Archangels like Michael and Gabriel have 
specific roles and are often cited in the Bible. Angels' primary role is to obey God, carrying out His divine will 
and continually praising Him (Psalm 103:20). They serve as God's messengers, communicating His commands 


to humans, and offer protection and guidance to believers. 


Understanding Demons 


Demons, as per Bible, were once angels who chose to rebel against God. Satan, an angel of high rank, led this 
rebellion due to his pride and desire to be like God. These fallen angels, now known as demons, are notorious 
for causing harm to human beings. They lure people into sin, creating a chasm between humans and God's 


love and grace. They represent the antithesis of God's goodness and strive to undermine His divine plan. 


Satan: The Fallen Angel 


Satan, once an illustrious angel, was banished from heaven due to his hubris and ambition to rival God. Today, 
his activities revolve around tempting human beings to sin and opposing God's divine purposes. 
His rebellion and subsequent fall are vividly described in Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-1/7. These passages 


provide a cautionary tale about the perils of pride and disobedience. 


Angelic Encounters in the Bible 


The Bible contains numerous accounts of angelic appearances, signifying their active involvement in human 
affairs. In the Old Testament, angels appeared to key figures like Abraham (Genesis 18), Jacob (Genesis 28:10- 
22), and Moses (Exodus 3:2), providing guidance and delivering God's messages. 

In the New Testament, angels assumed critical roles in the life of Jesus. They announced His birth (Luke 1:26- 


38) and resurrection (Matthew 28:1-7), marking pivotal moments in Christian history. 


Demonology in the Bible 


The Bible also documents instances of demonic possession, highlighting the destructive influence of demons. 
Mark 5:1-20 recounts Jesus casting out a legion of demons from a possessed man, demonstrating His authority 
and power over evil. Christ's victory over demons is a recurring theme in the Gospels, reiterating His 


Supremacy over all evil forces and His ability to free individuals from their grip. 


The Role of Angels and Demons in End Times Prophecy 


In the apocalyptic narrative of the book of Revelation, angels play various roles in the unfolding of end times 
events. They execute divine judgments, deliver prophetic messages, and wage war against the forces of evil. 
On the other hand, Satan and his demons face their ultimate defeat. Revelation 20:10 prophesies their doom, 


foretelling that they will be cast into the lake of fire, signifying their eternal torment. 


Angels, Demons, and the Believer 


For believers, understanding the reality of angels and demons is crucial. The ministry of angels brings comfort 
as they serve as protectors and messengers of God. Simultaneously, awareness of Satan's schemes and 
demonic activities is essential to guard against their deceptive tactics. However, it is important to remember 
that believers have authority over demons through Jesus' name (Luke 10:17). This authority, granted by Christ 


Himself, empowers believers to resist demonic influences and live in victory. 


Conclusion: Comfort and Caution in the Reality of Angels and Demons 


In conclusion, the realm of angels and demons extends beyond our physical world, yet their influence is very 
much a part of our spiritual journey. The presence of angels brings comfort, offering divine guidance and 
protection. Yet, the reality of demons calls for caution, reminding us to resist their deceptive allure. 

However, the Bible assures us of God's protection and the ultimate victory over Satan and his demons. As 
Christians, we must navigate this spiritual landscape with faith, armed with the knowledge of God's word, 


always relying on His strength and guidance. 
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Further Resources 
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e Explore Christian Business Services at the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
e Pursue an Affordable Online Christian Degree at Open Christian University (USA) 
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